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    Morris College held its tra-

ditional Pre-Christmas Wor-

ship Service on yesterday in 

the Neal-Jones Auditorium.  

The message was delivered by 

the Reverend Dr. Franklin D. 

Colclough, an instructor in the 

Division of Business Admin-

istration’s Organizational Management Program.  Dr. Colclough received  his Master of 

Divinity from Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA, and his Doctoral 

Degree in Ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, Ill. 

     Reading a passage from the Book of Isaiah (7:10-16) as a parallel to Matthew 1:18-

23, read earlier in the service, Dr. Colclough indicated that both reference to a Savior 

whose name is “Immanuel” which means “God is with us.”  This reminder is necessary, 

even more, when so many are wondering if the hand of God is really at work in the 

world.  It is good having the assurance of those who can be depended on and called up-

on.  Recognizing the fact that we all need a helping hand at times in our lives, Dr. Col-

clough admonished all to be kind to others, because the kindness we show to others 

comes back to us. 

     Pastorally and prophetically, Dr. Colclough related the biblical text to times in our 

own lives when some situation or circumstance caused us dire concern or uncertainty.  

Like Ahaz who thought that his enemies had the upper hand and Joseph who thought his 

situation with the young and pregnant Mary he was engaged to had the upper hand, there 

are times when assurance is needed in the midst of trouble.  “There comes a time in our 

lives when the enemy seems to have the upper hand, and we, too, need to hear a word of 

hope.  Have you ever been in a situation where it seemed like the enemy had the upper 

hand, and you could see no way out?  Sometimes in sickness, or dealing with issues in 

your college life, or trouble in the family back home, the enemy seems to have the upper 

hand.  Yet, when the enemy seems to have the upper hand, we need words of hope and 

assurance that the hand of the enemy will not overcome us.”  An affirming applause of 

joy sounded through the auditorium when Dr. Colclough asked, “Has anyone here ever 

experienced God stepping in just in the nick of time and making the upper hand the low-

er hand?  God, stepping in and turning what was upside down right-side up.”  He con-

cluded by insisting that the sights and sounds of Christmas remind us of Immanuel, God 

is with us.   

     Dr. Colclough retired from the Presbytery of New Harmony, Florence, SC, after 23 

years of dedicated and faithful service but currently serves as its bridge interim Execu-

tive Presbyter and Stated Clerk.  Throughout his 19 years as a parish minister, he served 

only three Presbyterian churches in rural South Carolina: Chester, Blackstock and 

Mayesville.  While serving the church, Dr. Colclough also served 26 years as a Military 

Chaplain in the United States Army Reserve, retiring in 1996 with rank of Colonel. 

     Interim president, Dr. Leroy Staggers, in his remarks, thanked Dr. Colclough for re-

minding listeners that God is with us.  He further reminded students that God will be 

with them as they take final exams, but they will have to do their part in order to be suc-

cessful.  Final examinations will be administered December 4-7, 2017.   

“God Is With Us!” 
“God decided to become one 

of us,   

Dr. Leroy Staggers, Interim President (1), Dr. Franklin D. Col-
clough, Speaker (c) and Dr. James B. Blassingame, President, 
Baptist E&M Convention of SC 



 

Christmas Concert 

 

The Morris College Chorale will have its annual Christmas Concert on Sunday, 

December 3, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the Neal-Jones Auditorium.  Everyone is in-

vited to attend.  The lighting of the campus Christmas tree will immediately fol-

low the concert. 

 

 

 

Residence Halls Closing 

The residence halls will close on Thursday, December 7, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. for 

the Christmas Holidays and will reopen on Tuesday, January 2, 2018 for new 

and returning students.  Be sure to take all of your personal belongings when 

you check out of the residence hall; the College WILL NOT be responsible for 

any items left in the room or residence hall.   All items left in the building will 

be disposed of by the maintenance staff.   

 

 

 

2018 Spring Registration 

 

Registration for the Spring Semester will be held on Thursday, January 4, 2018; 

classes will begin on Friday, January 5, 2018.  

 

 

 

Academic Intervention  
 

Mid-term Academic Intervention is taking place in the Counseling Center with 

Mrs. Sims and in Student Support Services with Mrs. Rutledge. If you have one 

or more failing grades for mid-term and received a letter from the Counseling 

Center or Student Support Services, please follow up accordingly. If you have 

any questions, please contact Mrs. Sims at ext. 3259, or Mrs. Rutledge at ext. 

3187. 

 

 

 

 

• Complete your FAFSA using the 2016 income information 

• Complete your Morris College Application for Aid 

 Complete the UNCF General Application and Profile 

 

Benefits: 

• Receive your Award Letter early for 2018-2019 Academic Year 

• Avoid long lines at fall clearance 

• Receive your refund checks earlier 

• Have your book voucher during the first day of class 

 

 

 


