
This report is published by Morris College in compliance

with the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008 and

applies to student housing at the college.

On Campus Housing Fire Safety Equipment and

Statistics  
Morris College has five student residence halls.  The ch art

below indicates the fire safety equipment in each hall as

well as fire events for the past three calendar years.  Fire

alarm systems are networked and monitored twenty-four

(24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week  at the Sumter Fire

Depa rtmen t.  Wh en an ala rm is a ctivated, C amp us Sec urity

officers are immediately dispatched in addition to the

Sumter Fire De partment (911).  Cam pus Security officers

communicate with the local 911 dispatch center and can

advise the fire department of the situation while they are en

route.
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ADM S Ha ll 0 0 0 0

AMM A Ha ll 0 0 0 0

Danie ls Hall 0 0 0 0

DKW  Hall 0 0 0 0

RCJ  Hall 1 0 0 $12,000.00
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ADM S Ha ll T T T T T

AMM A Ha ll T T T T

Danie ls Hall T T T T

DKW  Hall T T T T

RCJ  Hall T T T T
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Arson 1/24/09 1 :3 0  p. m . Library Fire was contained to the 2nd 

f loor and the bui lding was

evacua ted. Sum ter Fire

Department responded and

put out the f ire.

Supervised Fire Drills                                                 
Fire and evacuation drills are conducted in the residence

halls e ach  sem este r.  Th ere w ere te n (10 ) fire d rills

conducted during the 2009 – 2010 academic year.  The

drills are supervised and conducted by the Office of

Reside nce Life  and Ca mpu s Secu rity provides a ssistanc e. 

Students must participate in the fire drills and it is a violation

of the  colleg e con duc t code to not eva cua te du ring a  drill.  

Evacuation Policy and Procedures 
In the  even t of a f ire, ex plos ion or  othe r em erge ncy, th e hall

staff  will activa te the  fire ala rm  and n otify C am pus  Security,

the Dean of Student Affairs, the Director of Res idential Life

and the D irector of B usiness  Suppo rt Services .  All students

mus t evacua te a reside nce ha ll when a fire a larm s ounds . 

Res idenc e Ha ll Senate m em bers  living in  each  hall as sist in

the evacuation process.  Residents are instructed on the

location of  the ass emb ly area for the ir hall by the staff. 

Residents are not permitted to re-enter the building until the

"all clear" is given  by the Hall D irector, Ca mpu s Secu rity

and the Fire Department.  Should weather conditions be

inclem ent o r the s ituatio n pro hibits  a tim ely re-e ntry,

evacuated students will be temporarily relocated to another

campus building.   

Evacuation routes are posted on the back of the door of

each re sidence  hall room  and in the h allways of ea ch floor. 

Students should become familiar with multiple evacuation

routes out of their building and leave from the nearest safe

exit.  Students evacuating should take only important

pers ona l poss ess ion w ithin th eir im me diate  vicinity a s we ll

as sho es and  outer cloth ing suitable  for the we ather. 

Elevators are not to be used during a fire alarm evacuation

of the building.  

Res idenc e Life  Staff  and s tude nts a re to a ssis t individ uals

with disabilities.  If someone cannot be evacuated due to an

injury or disability, notify the first emergency responder

encountered as you are leaving the building.

Fire Safety Violations and Prohibitions 
The Student Handbook and Guide to Residential Living

contains information on residence hall policies.  Each

student is given a hard copy of the handbook during

Orientation and when registering.  The Student Handbook

is also loca ted on the  college w eb pag e unde r Studen t Life. 

Residence Life Staff conduct health and safety inspections

of reside nce ha ll rooms  on a per iodic bas is each s eme ster. 

Listed below are fire safety gu idelines an d prohibition s.  

• Nothing may be hung from or attached to ceiling or

other ho rizontal surfa ces ab ove the h ead.  

• Nothing may be hung or draped over electrical

outlets, sm oke de tectors, lam ps, or othe r items  with

the potential to ignite the item through exces sive

heat ex posure .  

• Noth ing m ay be h ung  from  sprin kler p ipes , or with in

18” of an y sprinkle h ead.  

• Electrical outlets and extension cords may not be

overload ed.  

• All extension cords must be UL (Underwriter

Laboratory) certified and should not run across

open areas of the floor.  Extension cords used for

refrigerators and air conditioners must be of the

heavy-du ty type with circuit bre akers . 

• Surge protectors should be UL approved.  Instead

of extension cords, use surge protectors for

multiple plugs.  Surge protectors should not be

linked to other surge protectors or be placed

underneath carpets.  

• The smoke detector battery must remain in the
smoke detector.  In the event that the battery needs

to be rep laced, the  studen t should c ontact a

Reside nce Life  staff m emb er imm ediately.  

• Burning candles, incense, or having any open

flames is prohibited in residence hall rooms or



com mo n are as.  E viden ce of  violatio ns w ill resu lt in

disc iplinar y action and  imm ediate rem oval o f all

candles .  

• The  use o f halo gen  and m ulti-co lored  floor la mp s is

prohibited in residence hall rooms or common

areas.  Having such lam ps will result in disciplinary

action an d imm ediate rem oval of the  lamp.  

• No flammable materials or equipment that contains

flammable materials (such as camping stoves,

lanterns, e tc.) ma y be stored  in residen ce halls.  

• Live Christmas  trees are not allowed in residence

halls.   Res idenc e Life  staff  in eac h build ing w ill

provide g uidelines fo r holiday dec orations to

residen ts.  

• Keep room clear of fire hazards that are created

throu gh the acc um ulation of p oten tially flam ma ble

material such as newspapers, magazines, boxes,

etc.  

• SMOKING  is not  perm itted in  any re sidence  hall.

• Fireworks, flammable liquids or other hazardous

mate rials are no t perm itted in Res idence H alls. 

• Tampering with fire alarm or fire protection systems

or deliberating causing a false fire alarm are

violations of  the stude nt cond uct cod e and s tudents

found responsible are subject to strict disciplinary

actions. 

Fire Safety Education and Training 
Residential Life Staff receive annual fire safety and

evacuation training prior to residential students arriving for

the fall semester.  The staff holds educational floor

meetings when  students arrive on camp us at which fire

safety and evacuation procedures are covered with the

resident students.  Fire evacuation routes and procedures

are p oste d on the ba ck o f the d oor o f eac h res idenc e hall

room  and in the h allways of ea ch floor.  

Fire s afety is  reviewed  with new emp loyees  durin g the ir

orientation period.  Specialized training is routinely provided

to service employees (such as Dining Service and

Maintenance staffs) who work in high occupancy campus

building and residence halls.  Each building supervisor and

faculty cha irperson  is respon sible to see  that safe ty

guidelines are followed in their respective areas.  The

Em ergenc y Respo nse Pla n ma nual whic h is distribute d to

Morris College publishes annually The Jeanne Clery
Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus
Crime Statistics Act of 1998 Report.  This report may
be obtained in the Office of Student Affairs or via the
college’s website at www.morris.edu.

selected staff and published on the college website outlines

procedures for building evacuation and resp onse to fire

alarm s.  

The Office of Business Support Services and Campus

Security maintain an active working relationship with the

City of Sumter Fire Marshall and consult with his office on

matters of fire safety when questions arise.  The F ire

Marshall’s office conducts periodic inspections of campus

facilities. 

(Adapted from Roanoke College) 

Morris College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award baccalaureate
degrees.  Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane,
Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about
the accreditation of Morris College. 

(Note:  Publication of the Commission’s address and contact numbers is
designed only to enable interested constituents 1) to learn about the
accreditation status of Morris College, 2) to file a third-party comment at
the time of the college’s decennial review, or 3) to file a complaint against
the institution for alleged non-compliance with a standard or requirement.

CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you are requesting various kinds of information regarding the college
itself, please call the appropriate office listed below using the 803 area
code.  

Office of Admissions and Records – 934-3225 or 
Toll Free: 1-866-853-1345 
Office of Business Affairs – 934-3223 or 3329 
Office of Financial Aid – 934-3238 or 3245 
Office of Academic Affairs – 934-3213
Office of Student Affairs – 934-3217 
Office of Student Housing – 934-3217 
Health Services Office – 934-3256 
Personnel Office – 934-3298  

You may also request information by mail addressed to the appropriate
office at Morris College, 100 West College Street, Sumter, South Carolina
29150-3599. 
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